January 1981

ALABAMA SKATE REPORT
¥By skateboarders,for skateboarders”

*(The ASR is a non-porfit paper printed quarterly by a group of Alsbama skaters. Cend
stories,letters,and information to:Alabama Skate Report,1937 Greenbriar Rd.,Florence,
Mebama 35630.)

INTRODUCTION: The Alabama Skate Report is a low-budget peper put together by o group
of skaters from the Alabama skateboard scene. ASR will keep sketers informed on what is
going on and will nlso festure interviews,stories by skaters,contest results. Ee part
of it. Send us a letter.

ASR:0DDS ANMD ENDS

The sport maybe suffering a little,duc to the economy,but in Alabama we're still
giving 100% effort..... Recently,Flying Wheels Skntepark(Gadsden) was heavily vendalized.
The idiots sproy peinted vulgarities in the runs,and dumped wheel barrow loads of dirt
in the pool. How lame., Geeks, we know vho you are,don't come back to Alebama,....Hot
Huntsville local,"Buddy Rawls,” was seen ncid dropping Get-A-Way's 13 foot keyhole
lately....Hey Mobile boys,how's the surf on the Gulf this winter....The Flerence
Ekoteboard Club(spensored by the city)is working on getting & community helf-pipe at one
of the city park. Godd Luck skaters..... Birminghsm's Wheel-A-Weve Sketepork was bull-
dozed recently.....During the holidays . Jeff "Bunmz" Held was seen pulling off lo foot
frontside curb grirds(no coper),for the Christmas shoppers at the mall in Florence,,,Up
in Muscle Shoals there's been some good downhill racing happening on the TVA bike trial...
Sime Pros,Brod Bowman and Mike Folmer stopped in Mobile,to bleze Skate Wave Park,during
a recent tour....Skaters are trying to get an amateur association together for a state
series this summer. Get-A-Way(Huntsville)is plamning three contests. No word yet from the
parks in Gadsden end Mobile....With Kevin Thatcher at the ecntrols,the new mag cut of
Californin is WAYHOT.....Masked Maon,Roger Hickey recently phoned Alobemes to check up on
the downhill scene....

EDDIRGS COMES NORTH
Mark Eddings jumped off the Greyhound asbout 9:30,Friday night,locking like the
"Corduroy Kid.". A1l decked out in enrds he explained that his license had been pulled
due to bed driving habits. Throwing his stick in Squit's truck,he told about the skite
scene in Birminghen,as 1vbhe much abused truck headed to Mark's week-end residence. Mark
wags then introduced to the Florenee skote seene.

After a night of partying,the 10 o'elock skate session came early. Upen arrival et
Heritoge Village,local downhillers were georing up. The state slalom champ had findlly
come to check out the racing up in Florence, The newspaper was even there getting it
all on film. Photographer,Shennon Brown(she's woy hot)added to the excitement with her
presence and her motordrive.

Max Russell and Patrick Wachter were laydown racing. Seott "Squit" Sloan,Tyler
Ledbetter,and Troy Russell,were going for it with Mark;etand up. On the hottest race
of the day,Squit and Mark were drafting each cther heavily down the first hill,the lead
changing several times. Squit tock the inside on the sharp left turn,they were neck-n-
neck coming dewn the main drep. Mark beared doswm and nudged Squit out on a fnding
right tuwrn to take it. Mark pretty well edged out the stand up locale at Heritage
Village. Max's nev leopard skin lagdown stick proved too much for Patrick's laydown
skate. Along with scme tight racing was one gnarly crash.

With the session over ,Mark then checked dut the local skate shop. Hobby and Cyele
owner ,Steve Doster and Mark rapped sbout what's planned for this sumer. Mark copped
a few pood deals and crulsed to Huntsville for some vert skating.

At Get-A-Way Skatepork({Huntsville)Mark sessiocned with loeal Buddy Rawls on a ecool
Saturday afterncon. Buddy has the park wired. Mark's lay back rollouts were looking




Sunday merning found Mark and erew back in Florence,reandy for more racing., Mork
wos stoked as he checked out the TVA bike trisl. The part of the triel chosen for the
informal recing is a 12 foot wide,smooth quarter mile run., The stert is marked with
concrete pilings(used ns gates)nccommodating 2 skaters, The first part of the run is
stroight and drops stendily into the © turn. Trto the S turn the run drops again,then
goes intn & right turn and the biggest drop of the run. The run ends with a snell 8
turn over & creck. Fast and Fun.

Loenls,"Squit"Sloan end Patrick Wachter and aren skatepioneer Jeff Held showed
Mark the hill's fastest lines, For the next few hours,head to head racing dominated
the bike trial, "Hut" tmucke and lots of drafting was observed by a small group of
Jogrers gothered on the maindrop. Jeff wns the only skater using the oldhand in front
fairing., With & good knowledge of the course and tight tucks,Patrick came out in Tront,
Mark concluded,it wns the hottest head to head racing he had done yet.

After the downhill session,Merk and crew decided to bank skate awhile. Locals, .°7
Tobey Robertson and Tim Cox were Jamming,upon their arrivel st "The Ditch". DMark
displayed surf inspifed moves fhot reflected his years of bank surfing at Whee-A-Wave in

Birminghan. With o hour to spare before Mork's bus departure,he gathered his gear,
said his good-byes and split for the ride back to Birminghom,

ASR

ASH: flabamn Club Bands

The Imvadera frem Birminghom

Jim Bob and the Leisure Suits from Birmingham
The Mhikes from fuburn

The Executives from Tuscaloonsas

i5R: In Puture Issues
Interviews:

Lesendary Dovmhiller Boper Hickey
Birmingham Frecestyler, Andy Spinosi
Huntsville Crezed EKid,Puddy Roawvls

Btorias:

fabann, The Early Deys
Bod Bart's Colurm
More Odds mnd Ends

and mare,

ADVERTISEMENTG

We hove the new Steve Caballers model from Powell-Peralta. It's hot. Check out the
Inrmest selection of sknteboard equipment in Worth Alabeme. HOBBEY AND CYCLE CENTER,
Downtown Florence, T6L-2511

ROGER HICEEY: 3rd ploce Lasune Seen. ,5th place Capitoln. Coming scon,the Roper Hickey
Conenve Term Downhill Board, MADRID SKATEBOARDS,P.0. Box 2845, Santa Fe Springs, Ch.
90670, (213)921-0133

We have the new Clash album,"Sandinista” on sale. Was $1L.98,HOW $11.57. Get it now
at 0Z Records,Parkwny shopping City,Florence,il, T6T-3L28




